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"Imagine"  
 

(song composed by John Lennon  
and sung by the winners of Rio+20 GYMC at the Concert for a New Earth at Rio+20 Conference 

https://vimeo.com/45515681 ) 
 
 

Imagine there's no countries 
It isn't hard to do 

Nothing to kill or die for 
And no religion too 

Imagine all the people 
Living life in peace... 

 
You may say I'm a dreamer 

But I'm not the only one 
I hope someday you'll join us 
And the world will be as one 

 
Imagine no possessions 

I wonder if you can 
No need for greed or hunger 

A brotherhood of man 
Imagine all the people 
Sharing all the world... 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  

https://vimeo.com/45515681
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Executive Summary 

 

 
Rio+20 Global Youth Music Contest (GYMC) is a global competition for young people organized on the occasion of United 
Nations Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20) www.uncsd2012.org by International Association for the 
Advancement of Innovative Approaches to Global Challenges IAAI www.glocha.info and a global network of partner 
organizations and enthusiastic individual volunteers who provided the global multilingual and community-based 
infrastructure for implementation.   
 
Young people (2 age groups/categoriesΥ Ψ¸ƻǳƴƎΥ ǳǇ ǘƻ мрΩ ŀƴŘ Ψ¸ƻǳǘƘΥ мр ς ол ȅŜŀǊǎΩύ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƭƭ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 
invited to express their hopes, concerns and thoughts on the future of our earth by using music. There have been 
submitted 313 music videos from 40 countries. The first prizes winners of both categories (overall winner and winner in the 
category Young: Children Choir Santo Amaro de Oeiras from Portugal, and winners in the category youth: Milena Paraschiv 
and Radu Popescu from Romania ς have been rewarded with a trip to Rio de Janeiro to participate in the Rio+20 Earth 
Summit in June 2012 where they have had several opportunities to perform at events at Rio Centro as well as at events 
organized in the context of Rio+20 Peoples Summit and thus make the voices of global youth heard to a global audience. 

Rio+20 GYMC has been one of the most successful and dynamic global youth initiatives of the last few months in its 
ambition to facilitate with an attractive multilingual and grassroots approach youth participation and informal education 
for sustainable development in the context of United Nations system. 

 
 

Rio+20 GYMC Winner Announcement has been among top news on official Rio+20 homepage for several days: 
http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/index.php?page=view&nr=1167&type=230&menu=38 

 

The present photo documentary shall document the achievements in order to demonstrate the strength and 
attractiveness of the initiative as well as the implementation power and commitment of those managing the 
initiative ς thus preparing the foundation for future - even greater ς global youth mobilization, fun and impact.  

Main content of the documentary are photos showing Rio+20 GYMC preparatory activities, activities of 
national and regional coordinators around the world as well as photos of activities of GYMC team and 
winners in Rio. More detailed information will be provided in a GYMC book which shall be published by the 
end of the year 2012. 

http://www.uncsd2012.org/
http://www.glocha.info/
http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/index.php?page=view&nr=1167&type=230&menu=38
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Introduction 
 
Rio+20 Global Youth Music Contest (GYMC) is a global competition for young people organized on the 
occasion of United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20) www.uncsd2012.org by 
International Association for the Advancement of Innovative Approaches to Global Challenges IAAI 
www.glocha.info and a global network of partner organizations and enthusiastic individual volunteers.  Rio+20 
GYMC has been launched in Austria in September 2011 after an International Workshop that brought together 
30 youth from all around the world who designed the contest guidelines. An active group of 100+ youth has 
been working hard as Regional and National Coordinators (see list of coordinators) and committed to ensure 
its success.  
  
313  videos from 40 countries were received  (see world map below) and online voting took place at 
www.global-rockstar.net to identify the winners (1 in the children category (up to 15 years) and one in youth 
category (15-30)). The voting page had about 220.000 visitors and the corresponding facebook channels have 
4.806 and 1.119 fans (representing very many countries and cultures of the world, see details in the annex) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

the GYMC logos on the global map (left) 
indicate the places from where GYMC 

submissions have been received 
 

 
Rio+20 GYMC is an initiative in the context of United Nations Decade of Education for Sustainable 
Development UNDESD highlighting the importance of multilingualism όǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Ψ/ŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ aǳǎƛŎΩ ŀƴŘκƻǊ ±ƻǘƛƴƎ 
flyer published in English, French, Portuguese; Chinese, Japanese, Arabic, Spanish, German, Slovene, 
Macedonian, Kiswahili, Romanian 
 
GYMC has been initiated by International Association for the Advancement of Innovative Approaches to Global 
Challenges (IAAI) www.glocha.info as one element of systemic global civil society reform towards effective 
responses to global challenges in support of United Nations system. Basic ideas of IAAI are that Global 
Challenges (GloCha) orientation, individual and collective Global social responsibility and Future orientation 
are central elements of a global cultural shift that is needed if humanity wants to become more effective in 
addressing climate change , biodiversity loss and the many other global challenges. IAAI initiatives like GYMC 
shall help mobilize resources (knowledge, volunteering, heartpower and funding) of global civil society in 
support of United Nations System. 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

15/15/15 idea graph (right):  
UN system is lacking resources 

ς 
 Global Civil Society has plenty 

of resources  

http://www.uncsd2012.org/
http://www.glocha.info/
http://www.global-rockstar.net/
http://www.facebook.com/GlobalRockstar.net
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Rio20-Global-Youth-Music-Contest/275439455817158
http://www.glocha.info/attachments/article/169/Rio+20%20GYMC_Voting_Flyer_English_vers13April2012.pdf
http://www.glocha.info/images/stories/rio/brochure_francais.pdf
http://www.glocha.info/images/stories/rio/brochure_francais.pdf
http://www.glocha.info/images/stories/rio/flyer-chinese.pdf
http://www.glocha.info/images/stories/rio/flyer-chinese.pdf
http://www.glocha.info/attachments/article/169/Rio+20%20GYMC_Flyer%20-%20Arabic.pdf
http://glocha.info/attachments/article/169/flyer-spanish_Feb7_2012.pdf
http://www.glocha.info/attachments/article/169/Rio+20%20GYMC_Flyer_German_vers16February2012%20%281%29.pdf
http://www.glocha.info/attachments/article/169/Rio+20%20GYMC_Flyer_German_vers16February2012%20%281%29.pdf
http://www.glocha.info/images/stories/rio/flyer-macedonian.pdf
http://www.glocha.info/attachments/article/169/Rio+20%20GYMC%20in%20Kiswahili.pdf
http://www.glocha.info/images/stories/rio/gymc-flyer-ro.pdf
http://www.glocha.info/
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άLŘŜŀǎκ!ŎǘƛƻƴǎκǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎκǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎƛŜǎκƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛǾŜ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƳƻŘŜƭǎκǇǳōƭƛŎ 
management innovations/other social innovations etc. identified as 

άŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜέ ōȅ ǘƘŜ Dƭƻōŀƭ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ²ƻǊƭŘ /ǳǇ ŀƴŘ 
then replicated hundred, thousand or hundreds of thousand times around 
the world can make a difference and the challenge is to identify them and 

ǘƻ ŀǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜƳΣ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇƭƛŎŀōƭŜΦέ 

 
A central shared vision/aim in this context is the 15/15/15 UN Civil Society Partnership which has been 
elaborated in Rio+20 Issues Cluster on Innovation

1
 and adopted at an IAAI side event at Rio+20 in the form of 

άRio+20 15/15/15 UN Civil Society Partnership Voluntary Commitmentέ
2
  

 
The Challenge: 
 
The world is facing increasing global challenges (climate change, biodiversity loss, sustainable development 
gaps, poverty, etc.) with increasingly weak national governments and the central international response 
mechanism to global challenges - the United Nations - not being equipped with resources on an adequate 
level.  
 
But there are significant resources (financial resources, knowledge, workforce, heartpower) at the disposal of 
every single global citizen which could be potentially channeled towards addressing global challenges and in 
support of United Nations system if appropriate mechanisms were in place (see IAAI input to Rio+20 
consultations for details

3
.  

 
United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20) www.uncsd2012.org offered ŀ ōƛƎ άǿƛƴŘƻǿ 
ƻŦ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅέ ŦƻǊ ǎȅǎǘŜƳƛŎ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘ ƻŦ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ƎƻǾŜǊƴŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǎƘƛŦǘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ 
global social responsibility and IAAI grasped the opportunity for humanity by means of the 15/15/15 initiative: 
 
The 15/15/15 Initiative:  
 

15/15/15 UN Civil Society Resource Mobilization Partnership FormulaΩ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ global civil society  
- on the one hand commits at Rio+20 to mobilize 15 billion Euros and 15 million volunteers by the year 2015 

for UN led sustainable development efforts and  
- on the other hand requests new forms of participation in global SD governance. 

 
άмрκмрκмр ¦b - /ƛǾƛƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇέ system elements: 
- Rio+20 Issues Cluster on Innovation (provides the knowledge base for 15/15/15 initiative, see 

http://uncsd.iisd.org/news/rio20-issues-cluster-on-innovation-produces-brief-on-innovation-for-
sustainable-development/ for more info) 

- Global Youth Music Contest www.global-rockstar.net (provides the heart power, global community 
building, ..) 

- Global Forum on Innovative Resource Mobilization for Education and Science (channeling in a coherent 
and coordinated manner local and global resources into human capacity building for sustainable 
development) 

- Global Challenges Research and Study Center(s)/ Global Challenges Open University: developing with 
partner universities a collaborative 15/15/15 global commons growth documentation system 
(safeguarding transparency, accountability of initiatives and 
integration of social, economic and environmental dimension of SD),  

- Global Challenges centers network - Local level multistakeholder 
partnerships for knowledge based SD with a global vision, 
(innovative local element of global SD governance) (see annex) 

 
 

 

15/15/15 formula has been communicated to the official negotiation process  
as Major Group NGO statement via Issues Cluster on Innovation4 

                                                           
1  http://uncsd.iisd.org/news/rio20-issues-cluster-on-innovation-produces-brief-on-innovation-for-sustainable-development/  
2  http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/index.php?page=view&type=1006&menu=153&nr=88  
3  http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/content/documents/105IAAI_Input_CompilationdocumentRio20vers3_Oct30.pdf) 
4  http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20//content/documents/465Zerodraft%20-%20FINAL%20VERSION%20-%20March%2005.pdf  (p. 14, 20, 

75, 84 and 87) & 
http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/content/documents/782Presentation%20state%20of%20negotiations%2023%20Apr%2012.pdf (p 14) 

http://www.uncsd2012.org/
http://uncsd.iisd.org/news/rio20-issues-cluster-on-innovation-produces-brief-on-innovation-for-sustainable-development/
http://uncsd.iisd.org/news/rio20-issues-cluster-on-innovation-produces-brief-on-innovation-for-sustainable-development/
http://www.global-rockstar.net/
http://uncsd.iisd.org/news/rio20-issues-cluster-on-innovation-produces-brief-on-innovation-for-sustainable-development/
http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/index.php?page=view&type=1006&menu=153&nr=88
http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/content/documents/105IAAI_Input_CompilationdocumentRio20vers3_Oct30.pdf
http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/content/documents/465Zerodraft%20-%20FINAL%20VERSION%20-%20March%2005.pdf
http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/content/documents/782Presentation%20state%20of%20negotiations%2023%20Apr%2012.pdf
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L!!LκD¸a/κмрмрмр aŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǘƻ т ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΥ ά±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊƛƴƎ ƳŀǘǘŜǊǎΗέ 

 
The present photo documentary starts with photos of activities of GYMC team and GYMC winners in Rio and 

continues with Rio+20 GYMC preparatory activities, activities of national and regional coordinators around the 

world and photos related to other IAAI initiatives  and partner organizations.  

More detailed information will be provided in a GYMC book which shall be published by the end of the year 

2012. 

1. Activities of GYMC team and GYMC winners in Rio: 

- Rio+20 {ƛŘŜ 9ǾŜƴǘ αwƛƻҌнл мрκмрκмр CƻǊƳǳƭŀ - IŜŀǊǘǇƻǿŜǊ ŀƴŘ !Ŏǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ¢ƘŜ CǳǘǳǊŜ ²Ŝ ²ŀƴǘέ (incl. 
Adoption of 15/15/15 Voluntary Commitment)5 

- Arrival of GYMC Youth category Winners Milena and Radu and their participation in Rio+20 Side event 
άwƛƎƘǘǎ ƻŦ bŀǘǳǊŜ ς ǘƘŜ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅέ (17 June) 

- ά.Ŝƭƭ wƛƴƎƛƴƎ /ŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ ƻŦ CŜŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ²ƻǊƭŘ tŜŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ [ƻǾŜέ (17 June) 

- άRio+20 Global Youth Music Contest Workshopέ, (18 June) 

- Rio+20 {ƛŘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ά9ƳǇƻǿŜǊƛƴƎ ¸ƻǳǘƘ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŦƻǊ ŀ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ CǳǘǳǊŜέ, (18 June) 

- /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ά/ƘƻƻǎƛƴƎ hǳǊ CǳǘǳǊŜΥ hǇŜƴ ŀƴŘ tŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƻǊȅ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ DƻǾŜǊƴŀƴŎŜέ 

- @ wƛƻҌнл tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ {ǳƳƳƛǘ 

- @ Rio Centro (22nd June) 

- Concert for a New Earth 
 
2. Rio+20 GYMC preparatory activities documented in this photo documentary: 
 

- Rio+20 Global Youth Music Contest presentation at UN High Level Meeting on Youth, 25 July 2011, 
New York

6
 

- IAAI Workshop "Rio+20 ς A Window of Opportunity for a Multi-Stakeholder Partnership on Global 
Commons Growth" at 64th ¦b 5tL bDh ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ά{ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘƛŜǎΤ wŜǎǇƻƴǎƛǾŜ /ƛǘƛȊŜƴǎέ 
Bonn/Germany, 5 September, 2011

7
  

- Rio+20 GYMC preparatory workshop and launch in Klagenfurt/Austria 12-16 September 2011
8
  

- Online Launch of Rio + 20 Global Youth Music Contest, United Nations Information Service Vienna, 5th 
Oct. 2011

9
 

- Rio+20 GYMC workshop at UN Alliance of Civilizations Annual Forum in Doha/Qatar, 12 December 
2011

10
  

- {ƛŘŜ 9ǾŜƴǘ ƻƴ άMobilizing Civil Society for Sustainable Development and Rio+20 & The Special Role of 
Youthέ ŀǘ {ŜŎƻƴŘ LƴǘŜǊǎŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ aŜŜǘƛƴƎΣ мр 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлммΣ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ

11
 

- Rio+20 The Future We Want Rally, 16 December 2011, UN HQ, NY
12

  

- LƴŦƻǊƳŀƭ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ά¢ƘŜƳŀǘƛŎ tǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ ΨLƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ¸ƻǳǘƘΩ ς Key to Success 
at Rio+20?!έΣ но Wŀƴ нлмнΣ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ

13
  

- Rio+20 Arts and Media Partnership Workshop
14

 23rd of March 2012, New York 

- Rio+20 Issues Cluster Meetings and 15/15/15 side event at 2
nd

 Informal Session, April 2012  in New York
15

  

                                                           
5  http://www.glocha.info/index.php/latest-news/198-iaai151515sideeventrio  
6  http://www.glocha.info/index.php/latest-news/137-rio-2012-youth-song  
7  http://www.glocha.info/index.php/latest-news/149-bonn-2 
8  http://www.glocha.info/index.php/latest-news/169-gymc-resources  
9  http://www.glocha.info/index.php/latest-news/171-online-launch  
10 http://www.glocha.info/index.php/latest-news/178-rio20gymcunaocforumdoha 
11 http://www.glocha.info/index.php/latest-news/174-joint-event-of-iaai-at-rio20-intersessional-in-ny  
12 http://blog.humanimpactsinstitute.org/2011/12/people-unite-for-the-future-we-want/  
13  http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/index.php?page=view&nr=506&type=13&menu=23  
14  http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/index.php?page=view&nr=653&type=13&menu=23  
15  http://www.glocha.info/index.php/latest-news/189-rio20-issues-cluster-on-innovation-a-151515-un-civil-society-partnership-formula-

workshop-and-side-event-at-rio20-third-intersessional-meeting-march-2012-in-new-york  

http://blog.humanimpactsinstitute.org/2011/12/people-unite-for-the-future-we-want/
http://www.glocha.info/index.php/latest-news/198-iaai151515sideeventrio
http://www.glocha.info/index.php/latest-news/137-rio-2012-youth-song
http://www.glocha.info/index.php/latest-news/149-bonn-2
http://www.glocha.info/index.php/latest-news/169-gymc-resources
http://www.glocha.info/index.php/latest-news/171-online-launch
http://www.glocha.info/index.php/latest-news/178-rio20gymcunaocforumdoha
http://www.glocha.info/index.php/latest-news/174-joint-event-of-iaai-at-rio20-intersessional-in-ny
http://blog.humanimpactsinstitute.org/2011/12/people-unite-for-the-future-we-want/
http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/index.php?page=view&nr=506&type=13&menu=23
http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/index.php?page=view&nr=653&type=13&menu=23
http://www.glocha.info/index.php/latest-news/189-rio20-issues-cluster-on-innovation-a-151515-un-civil-society-partnership-formula-workshop-and-side-event-at-rio20-third-intersessional-meeting-march-2012-in-new-york
http://www.glocha.info/index.php/latest-news/189-rio20-issues-cluster-on-innovation-a-151515-un-civil-society-partnership-formula-workshop-and-side-event-at-rio20-third-intersessional-meeting-march-2012-in-new-york


 

8 
 

{ƛŘŜ 9ǾŜƴǘ αwƛƻҌнл мрκмрκмр CƻǊƳǳƭŀ - IŜŀǊǘǇƻǿŜǊ ŀƴŘ !Ŏǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ¢ƘŜ CǳǘǳǊŜ ²Ŝ ²ŀƴǘέ όƛƴŎƭΦ 

Adoption of 15/15/15 Voluntary Commitment)16 (14 June) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adoption of Rio+20 15/15/15 
UN Civil Society Partnership 
Voluntary Commitment

17
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Videos:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nIo0mkLXhvk&feature=context-gau  
ppt:   Introduction, Issues Cluster on Innovation, and basic 15/15/15 Info 

 
 

 
 

15/15/15 sticker prepared for Rio+20 

                                                           
16  http://www.glocha.info/index.php/latest-news/198-iaai151515sideeventrio  
17  http://uncsd2012.org/index.php?page=view&nr=88&type=1006&menu=36  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nIo0mkLXhvk&feature=context-gau
http://www.glocha.info/attachments/article/198/Polzer_Rio151515sideevent14June.pdf
http://www.glocha.info/index.php/latest-news/198-iaai151515sideeventrio
http://uncsd2012.org/index.php?page=view&nr=88&type=1006&menu=36
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Arrival of GYMC Youth category Winners Milena and Radu and their participation in Rio+20 Side 
ŜǾŜƴǘ άwƛƎƘǘǎ ƻŦ bŀǘǳǊŜ ς ǘƘŜ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅέ18 (17 June) 
 

  

 

 

 

                                                           
18 http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/index.php?page=view&type=1000&nr=461&menu=126  

http://www.uncsd2012.org/rio20/index.php?page=view&type=1000&nr=461&menu=126

